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THE LANDING POST 

A Newsletter designed to inform our growing school community of 

 Anne Hamersley Primary School 

 

ROD W. SIMEONS - PRINCIPAL 

 

Volume 4—Issue 6 

 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
   

It is always a pleasure to see our children return refreshed and enthusiastic. Thank you for continuing to 
motivate them to value school life and the importance of giving of their best and high achievement in the 

social and academic domains.  

We have had several new enrolments this term and we welcome them into the Anne Hamersley family and 

wish them well. School numbers now stand at 485. 
 

LOOKING BACK – ANZAC DAY COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE 

Many thanks to those who attended our service on Tuesday 9 April. The service was conducted by our 
Captains and Counsellors with all the dignity such an event deserves. We elected to have the commemora-
tive service prior to the actual ANZAC Day on 25April to ensure that our children knew exactly why we con-

sider this Day as special in the National calendar. 

Thank you to those parents who sent along flowers for the wreaths and assisted with their preparation.  

 

LOOKING BACK – YEAR 6 CAMP – ERN HALLIDAY CAMP SITE  

Our Year 6 children spent the last three days of last term at this well-appointed camp site. Activities ranged 
from fun evenings to physical challenges and social events designed to develop cooperation and team-

work.  

Our sincere thanks to the teachers – Mrs Salomon, Mrs Williams, Mr Hall and Mrs O’Neill who gave of their 

time to accompany our children.  

 

TERM PLANNER  
 
Accompanying this Landing Post is the Term Planner Calendar. You are urged to print this out and keep it 

in a prominent place. As usual there could be additions or deletions to events that need to be made. 

 

STAFFING 

We welcome Miss Jurgens as our Year 3/4 teacher in Calista 4. Many of you have met her already as she 

did a few weeks of relief work in this class in Term 1.   

Mrs  Higgs has been appointed to the important position of Information Technology teacher. She will be 
located in the Computer Laboratory in the Library and will develop skills in all children from PP to Year 6. 
Mrs Higgs will also relieve Mrs Butcher in our Year 1/2 class on Monday, and Friday afternoons. This will 

free up Mrs Butcher to focus on a special project with our aboriginal students.  

Our Year 2 teacher Mrs Wu will be relieved by Mrs Armstrong on Fridays to continue with her focus on chil-

dren having difficulties with English.  

I will be on Leave on Fridays until further notice.  
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NAPLAN – WEEK 3 & 4:  14 MAY to 24 MAY FOR YEAR 3 & 5 
 
Every year all children in Years 3 and 5 are tested according to the National Assessment Program in Literacy and Numer-

acy (NAPLAN). These tests are conducted online over a two week period. 

It is essential as parents and for us as a school not to put to much energy into talking about NAPLAN in front of the chil-

dren as it can lead to test anxiety.  

 

Testing of many different methods is regularly conducted in school and NAPLAN is just one more.  

The NAPLAN results are valuable to use as a school as they are one of many sources to measure how our students’ are 
progressing. They also show us how we as a primary school compare with similar schools around Australia, for us to re-
flect upon the effectiveness of our teaching programmes and as one of the factors that we consider when we set the direc-
tion of priorities for the school in the future. By the end of next term, parents and carers will receive a printed NAPLAN 
report of their child’s results in relation to where they sit in each learning area compared to children of the same year level 

from all over Australia. 

 
 

 
PLAYING ON SCHOOL PLAY EQUIPMENT AFTER SCHOOL  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Several parents stay after school to watch their children play on the play equipment. This is a pleasing practice and done 
in the understanding that the school or Department does not accept Duty of Care. You are asked to ensure that your child 
plays safely and is not in breach of school rules that bans the riding of bicycles or scooters on school property. I have in-
structed our cleaning staff to close all school gates by 3.15 PM. Please ensure that you are off the property by this time. 
Thank you for your cooperation in this.  
 
You will notice that over the holidays, additional play equipment has been constructed in the nature play area between the 
Orelia and Parmelia blocks. This is larger in size and suitable for our children in the Middle and Upper Primary Years. A 
new swing has also been constructed just outside the deputies office.  
 
 

Wise words for the fortnight……  
 
All truth passes through three stages. First, it is ridiculed. Second, it is violently opposed. Third, it is accepted as being self-evident.  

 
[German Philosopher]  

 
 
With best wishes  
 
R W SIMEONS  
PRINCIPAL  
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Thank you from all the students and staff at Anne Hamersley Primary School 
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SCHOOL COMMUNITY NEWS 
Updates from your P&C Association 
 

2019 Anne Hamersley Primary School P&C Committee 

 
Mother’s Day Stall 

Earlier this week the Mother’s Day catalogue was sent home, if you have yet to receive yours there as 
spares in the office.  We are very excited with the beautiful gifts that will be on sale. The stall will be open 
Thursday 9th and Friday 10th of May, classes will be allocated a time slot to come and purchase gifts from 
the stall. Gifts start from $1 please send money to school with your child in a sealed clearly named snap 

lock bag and give to your class teacher for safe keeping. 

 

 

 

Mother’s day Movie Night Friday 10th May 

Ladies Night Out at Midland Ace Cinemas GOLD Lounge!!! Grab your mum, sister aunty and friend and come to the screening of 
POMS a funny comedy movie screened in the Gold lounge with a small popcorn and soft drink included. Seats are limited so first in 

get tickets, there are still tickets available, $34 a ticket.  If you have not yet received your flyer there are spares in the office.  

Carpet Squares 

Now that the weather is turning a little colder we have purchased carpet squares for the students to sit on whilst 

outside eating recess and lunch.  

Icy Pole Friday 

Icy Pole Friday is every FRIDAY! 

Available for all year groups, $1 Icy Poles and $1 Juice Boxes.  At lunchtime from the canteen. 

 

REQUEST FOR NEW MEMBERS WE NEED YOU! 

The P&C are looking at running some exciting new events in the coming months BUT we need your HELP!!! We need your new ideas 

and suggestions, if you would like to see something different within the P&C let us know.  

At present we have a P&C Survey available for you to take part in, this will help get an idea on what you would like from us and how 
you can contribute to the school. The link can be found on the P&C Facebook page Anne Hamersley Primary School P&C Association 

Inc. please join us and keep up to date with events and notices. 

As it stands, we have 14 P&C Members in a school of 480 students!!  

If you can’t make it to meetings it’s no problem, if you can spare an hour or so to set up or pack up an event, or just to bounce ideas 

off of, you can be involved and have a say!  

NEXT P&C MEETING 

After a discussion with Mr Simeons the next P&C meeting will be held on the 20th June 2019 after the school assembly in the         
Staffroom, morning tea will be provided.  So far we have not had enough expression of interest to have an evening meeting as we 

need to have a minimum of 10 members in attendance to hold a meeting.  

Many hands make light work, together we can achieve anything!!To stay up to date with events and requests for volunteers or to 
contact us at any time, please visit and like our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/Anne-Hamersley-Primary-School-PC-

Association-Inc-1558093001148025/ or send us an email at AHPS_pandc@hotmail.com 
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GET READY TO PUT YOUR WALKING SHOES ON!!! 

 

Friday the 17th of May is National Walk Safely To School Day. Join 
thousands of other children across the country and walk to school. 
National Walk Safely to School Day is now in it’s 20th year. The 
annual campaign and community event encourages all primary 
school children, their parents and carers to walk and commute 

regularly and safely to school. 

Upon walking to school, children will receive a Walk Safely to 
School Day sticker from a teacher at one of the gates. This sticker 
entitles the proud wearer to receive a juice box, which will be 
handed out when they receive their sticker. Not only are you help-
ing teach vital road safety skills but you are getting out of the 
house and bonding through physical activity with your child + You 

get a free juice box! How great is that!!! 

 

See you and your walking shoes on Friday the 17th May! 

 

Mr Hall 

P.E Specialist 

 

 

HAVING FUN IN THE PLAYGROUND 

The students are really enjoying the new playground installation. There are so many opportunities for our students to 

play using their whole bodies. At Anne Hamersley, we encourage all students from Kindergarten to Year 6 to play and 

have fun whilst developing strength and coordination.  
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UNDERSTAND VOLUME USING SUGAR CUBES 

Want to give your child a hands-on introduction to geometry? For kinaesthetic learners there is no better way to master 

math skills than by building and solving concepts in a hands-on way. With this applied math activity, your child will build 

rectangular prisms with sugar cubes, all the while learning that calculating volume can be as easy as playing with blocks! 

What You Need:  

 Sugar cubes 
 Pencil 
 Paper 

 

What You Do: 

1. Before you begin, it is a good idea to review the basic formula for calculating volume with your child. For a rectan-
gular prism, length x width x height = volume. 

2. Using sugar cubes, have your child build a rectangular prism of any size. To ease into the concept, encourage 
him to start small and work his way toward building bigger models. 

3. Have your child count and record the dimensions of the rectangular prism. How many sugar cubes long is it? How 
many sugar cubes high is it? How many sugar cubes wide is it? 

4. Help him substitute these recorded dimensions into the volume formula for a rectangular prism. Record the an-
swer that he comes up with. 

5. In order to check his answer, he can simply take his prism apart and count the sugar cubes! 
6. If his answer was correct, have him build a new model and try the formula again. If he got the answer wrong, help 

him check his calculations and see where the mistake occurred. 
7. Practice makes perfect! Encourage him to try this hands-on activity often. With repetition, the concept of volume 

and its formula will become second nature to him! 

8. Another option for this activity is to make a building out of multiple rectangular prisms and then help your child 
figure out how to mentally break down the building into separate rectangular prisms. He’ll find the volume of each 
section in order to calculate the volume of the whole building. Then, he can physically break down the building 

and check his answer! 

 

Maths Mania 

 

 

 

 

 

MR GUY 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
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SLEEP MATTERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How much sleep do children need? 

The amount of sleep we need changes with age. Everyone is different, but as a guide, children need the following 

amounts of sleep every night: 

Ages 3 to 5: 10 to 13 hours 

Ages 6 to 13: 9 to 11 hours 

Ages 14 to 17: 8 to 10 hours 

Sleep keeps us healthy and alert! Getting enough sleep is vital for your child’s physical health, brain function, emotional 

wellbeing, safety, and ability to function day to day. Not having enough sleep or not sleeping well can affect how children 

learn and lead to mood swings, behavioural and medical problems. 

 

Tips to help children sleep well 

Getting enough sleep is as important for your child as healthy eating and exercising. Here are some tips to help your 

child fall asleep, stay asleep and get enough good quality sleep. 

Establish a sleep schedule: Make sure your child goes to bed early enough to get the sleep they need. Once you have 

set an appropriate bed time, stick to it - even at the weekend. 

Establish a bedtime routine: Follow the same routine every day: bath or shower, change into pyjamas, brush teeth, 

read or spend quiet time in their bedroom, lights out and go to sleep. 

Help your child wind down: Busy children need some time to relax. Consider playing soft music or reading to them. 

Relaxation apps like Helping Minds are useful. 

Make sure the bedroom is suitable for sleep: Ensure the bedroom is dark and quiet. If your child is anxious or afraid 

at night, use a night light. Take all phones, iPads etc. out of the bedroom at bedtime. 

Avoid stimulants: Make sure your child avoids tea, coffee, chocolate, sugary foods or sports drinks, especially in the 

afternoon. 

Turn off technology: Turning off computers, tablets and television 1 hour before bedtime should help your child sleep 

better. Turn off internet connections when you go to bed so children can cannot access. 
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REMINDER: EARLY CLOSE EVERY WEDNES- DAY AT 

2.30PM 
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